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PRESS RELEASE 
Toronto-September 27, 2017 

 

Dr. David Wright Wins the Floyd S. Chalmers Award for Ontario History 
Special commendation for Roberta M. Styran and Robert R. Taylor   

 
The Champlain Society is pleased to announce that Dr. David Wright, Professor of History and Canada 
Research Chair at McGill University, is the winner of the 2017 Floyd S. Chalmers Award for his book 
SickKids: The History of the Hospital for Sick Children. 
 
Published by the University of Toronto Press, SickKids: The History of the Hospital for Sick Children is 
an institutional history that elucidates the hospital’s metropolitan, regional, national, and international 
role as a leading medical institution, and explores the changing roles of physicians, nurses, staff, 
donors and volunteers over the past century. The jury notes that SickKids traces evolving medical 
practices, the rise and impact of public medicare, issues of research protocols and profits, the 
hospital's commitment to aboriginal health-care, and patient confidentiality in an age of electronic 
records. The scholarship is impeccable, and a lively style and memorable photographs situates 
medical science and institutional development in a social context. 
 
Established in 1983, the Floyd S. Chalmers Award is given annually to the best book written on any 
aspect of Ontario history in the preceding calendar year. The award selection committee was 
composed of Dr. Roger Hall (Western University), Dr. Jan Noel (University of Toronto), and Dr. Brian 
Osborne (Queen’s University). The prize includes a $1000.00 cash award as well as an Inuit carving, 
as dictated by Floyd S. Chalmers himself. Dr. Wright will receive the award at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Champlain Society on 28 October, 2017. 
 
The Champlain Society also wishes to extend a special commendation to Roberta M. Styran and 
Robert R. Taylor for This Colossal Project: Building the Welland Ship Canal, 1913-1932 (McGill-
Queen’s University Press). It is an account of the politics, technology, and labour that produced one of 
Canada’s most spectacular technological accomplishments and is dedicated to the thousands of 
unsung heroes who worked ‘on the ground.’ This excellent piece of scholarship is the authors’ seventh 
volume since 1980 in a series that includes The “Great Swivel Link”: Canada’s Welland 
Canal published for The Society in 2001. Roberta Styran died in 2015, prior to the publication of This 
Colossal Project, and The Champlain Society wishes to honour her decades of scholarly contributions. 
 
The Chalmers Foundation entrusted the Champlain Society in 1982 to make this award annually. The 
Champlain Society, founded in Toronto in 1905, is dedicated to making the voices of the past survive 
through the written text. It publishes an edited volume of textual document each year and maintains a 
rich depository of digitized books. It continues to be based in Toronto, but reaches around the world 
with its www.champlainsociety.ca website. 
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For More Information, contact Dr. Michel Beaulieu, Secretary to the Jury:  michel.beaulieu@lakeheadu.ca 
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