
Georgian Bay: Discovering a Unique North American Ecosystem
  Edited by Dr. Nick Eyles

Wins the 2018 Floyd S. Chalmers Award for Ontario History 

The Champlain Society is pleased to announce that Georgian Bay: Discovering a Unique North American 
Ecosystem, an edited collection headed by Dr. Nick Eyles, professor of geology at the University of Toronto 
(Scarborough Campus), is the winner of the 2018 Floyd S. Chalmers Award. This is the first time an edited book 
has won the award. The authors of individual chapters are: Christine Boyanoski, Martin Cooper, Nick Eyles, Susan 
Hannon, Jamie Hunter, Bill Lougheed, Andrew Miall, Karl Schiefer, Peter Storck, Janny Vincent, 
Bob Whittam, Ronald F. Williamson.

Published by Fitzhenry and Whiteside, Georgian Bay: Discovering a Unique North American Ecosystem tells the 
story of the clash between water and rocks and the myriad ways that flora and fauna have adapted and flourished 
along the Bay’s windswept shores and its many thousands of offshore islands. Individual chapters focus on life on 
the land, in the air above, and in the waters of the wide-mouthed bay.  
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The jury noted that Georgian Bay: Discovering a Unique North American 
Ecosystem  
 
takes the reader on a two billion year journey through geological time to 
reveal the complex and singular ecosystem that is often called the Sixth Great 
Lake. The maps, charts, stunning photographs old and new, complement 
the clear-eyed prose. And then there are the stories of the peoples of the Bay 
with their varying histories, triumphs, and failures. First Nations, traders, and 
settlers all receive appropriate attention. Special regard is given to the colourful 
history of Collingwood, and the art of Georgian Bay before and after the 
Group of Seven’s iconic work. In short, the book enriches our appreciation 
of the constantly interacting aquatic and terrestrial spaces that characterize 
this massive and monumental region of Ontario. Congratulations to the 
Georgian Bay Land Trust, who sponsored it, and to editor Nick Eyles and all the 
contributors for a book that will delight scholars, general readers, and visitors as 
well as all those fortunate enough to live along the shores of the Bay. 
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First presented in 1983, the Floyd S. Chalmers Award is given 
to the best book written on any aspect of Ontario history in the 
preceding calendar year. The award selection committee was 
composed of Dr. Jan Noel (University of Toronto), Dr. Roger Hall 
(Emeritus Professor, Western University), and Dr. Brian Osborne 
(Emeritus Professor, Queen’s University). The prize includes a 
$1000.00 cash award as well as an Inuit carving, as dictated by 
Floyd S. Chalmers himself. Dr. Eyles will receive the award at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Champlain Society on Saturday, 
October 27, 2018. 
 
The Chalmers Foundation entrusted the Champlain Society 
in 1982 to make this award annually. The Champlain Society, 
founded in Toronto in 1905, is dedicated to making the voices of 
the past survive through the written text. It publishes an edited 
volume of textual document each year and maintains a rich 
repository of digitized books as well as an active blog and a series 
of podcasts. It continues to be based in Toronto, but reaches 
around the world with its www.champlainsociety.ca website. 
 

For more information, contact Dr. Patrice Dutil, Secretary to the Jury: pdutil@politics.ryerson.ca

For more than 100 years, The Champlain Society has worked 
to spread awareness of Canada’s documentary heritage. The 
Society has published over 100 volumes on a wide variety 
of explorations and discoveries and will continue to do so 
with the support of its members. The Champlain Society has 
also launched several new online initiatives including blogs, 
podcasts, and digital archives. 

Members benefit from full access to all Society 
publications and resources.
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